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In the Claims: 

Please cancel claim 7. 1 1 , and 15 without prejudice. 

Please amend claims 1, 4. 8. 10. 12. 13. 14. and 16 as follows: 

1 . (currently amended) A method for implementing intelligent spin-up for a 
disk drive comprising the steps of: 

receiving a command; 

checking for a disk drive start command; 

responsive to identifying said disk drive start command, checking a no-start flag; 

dl IVr 

responsive to identifying said no-start flag being set, returning an enror code 
without starting said disk driveiand 

identifvinc a predefined dead device fault, setting said no-start flag, and storing 

said error code . 

2. (original) A method for implementing intelligent spin-up for a disk drive as 
recited in claim 1 includes the step of starting said disk drive only responsive to 
identifying said no-start flag not being set. 

3. (original) A method for implementing intelligent spin-up for a disk drive as 
recited in claim 2 includes the steps of monitoring said disk drive to identify a disk drive 
fault. 

4. (currently amended) A method for implementing intelligent spin-up for a 
disk drive as recited in claim 3 includes the step responsive to identifying said disk drive 
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fault, of checking whether said identified disk drive fault is a said predefined dead 
device fault. 

5. (original) A method for implementing intelligent spin-up for a disk drive as 
recited in claim 4 includes the step of responsive to identifying said predefined dead 
device fault with said disk drive mnnina and said transducer heads not being loaded. 
ootting caid no otart flag and ctoring caid oror code stopping said disk drive and 
retumino said error code . 

6. (original) A method for implementing intelligent spin-up for a disk drive as 
recited in claim 4 wherein the step of checking whether said identified disk drive fault is 
said predefined dead device fault includes the step of comparing a unit error code of 
said identified disk drive fault with a plurality of predefined dead device (DD) unit error 
codes (UECs) to identify a match. 

7. (canceled) 

8. (currently amended) A method for implementing intelligent spin-up for a 
disk drive ao roc i tod in cla i m 7 includoo tho step comprisino the steps of: 

receiving a command: 

checking for a disk drive start command: 

responsive to identifvino said disk drive start comman d, checking a no-start flag; 
res ponsive to identifying said no-start flag be ing set, retuming an error code 

without starting said disk drive: 

irientifving a predefined dead device fault, sett ing said no-start flag, setting a no- 
load flag and storing said enror code: and 
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responsive to receiving said command with said disk drive running and said 
transducer heads not being loaded, checking said no-load flag. 

9. (original) A method for implementing intelligent spin-up for a disk drive as 
recited in claim 8 includes the step responsive to identifying said no-load flag being set. 
stopping said disk drive and returning said error code. 

1 0. (currently amended) Apparatus for implementing intelligent spin-up for a 

disk drive comprising: 

a disk drive controller; said disk drive controller responsive to receiving a disk 
drive start command, for checking a no-start flag; 

said disk drive controller responsive to identifying said no-start flag being set, for 
returning an error code without starting said disk drive; and 

said disk drive controller for starting said disk drive only responsive to said no- 
start flag not being set; 

said disk drive controller for monitoring said disk drive to identify a predefined 

dead disk drive fault: and 

said disk drive controller responsive to ident ifvina a predefined dead disk drive 
fault, for setting said no-start flag, and for storing said error code. 

11. (canceled) 

12. (original) Apparatus for implementing intelligent spin-up for a disk drive as 
recited in claim 10 wherein said disk drive controller responsive to identifying a 
predefined dead disk drive fault, for setting a no-load flag. 
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1 3. (currently amended) Apparatus for implementing intelligent spin-up for a 
disk drive oc rocitod i n c l aim 10 whoroin comprising: 

a disk drive controller: said disk drive controller responsive to receiving a disk 
drive start command, for checking a no-start flag: 

said disk drive controller responsive to identif vino said no-start flag being set, for, 
returning an error code without starting said disk drive: 

said disk drive controller for starting said disk d rive onlv responsive to said no- 
start flag nnt being set: and 

said disk drive controller responsive to identifying said no-load flag being set with 
said disk drive running and transducer heads not being loaded, for stopping said disk 
drive and retuming said error code. 

14. (currently amended) A computer program product for Implementing 
intelligent spin-up for a disk drive, said computer program product including a plurality 
of computer executable instructions stored on a computer readable medium, wherein 
said instructions, when executed by a disk drive controller in the disk drive, cause the 
disk drive controller to perform the steps of: 
receiving a command; 
checking for a disk drive start command; 

responsive to identifying said disk drive start command, checking a no-start flag; 
responsive to identifying said no-start flag being set, returning an error code 
without starting said disk drive; and 

starting said disk drive only responsive to identifying said no-start flag not being 
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set; 

mnnitnrina said disk drive to identify a predefined dead disk drive fault: and 
rP<; pnnRive to identifvipn a Predefine d dead disk drive fault, setting said no-start 
flag, and storino said error code . 

15. (canceled) 

1 6. (currently amended) A computer program product for implementing 
intelligent spin-up for a disk drive, as rooitod in claim 15 whoroin ooid i nctruct i ons. when 
e x e c ut e d by 3 dicK driv" ^""*rniinr in thn riink drivo. further causo tho d i ck drive 
oontrollor to perform tho otops of: 

said computer nroaram orodurt inr.ludino a plu rality of computer executable instructions 
stored on a computer readable medium, wherein said instructions, when executed by a 
disk drive controller in the disk drive, cause the disk drive controller to perform the steps 
of: 

receivino a command: 

nheckina for a disk drive s tart command: 

rftR ponsive to identifvinc said disk drive start com mand, checking a no-start flag; 
rfts ponsive to identifying said no-start flao bein a set, returning an error code 

without starting said disk drive: 

starting said disk drive onlv respo nsive to identiMno said no-start flag not being 

set: 

receiving said command with said disk drive running and transducer heads in 
said disk drive not being loaded; and 
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responsive to identifying said no-load flag being set. stopping said disk drive and 
returning said en-or code. 



